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but wait - no prayer, no Bible-reading, no good
works, no fasting, could avail you anything ; to
partake of the Lord's Supper was meaningless.
Wesley could accept neither of these propositions :
he knew that there were degrees of justifying
faith ; he had felt them in himself, had seen it
operate in others. You should wait for Christ and
be still, but at the same time use all means of
grace. Not to do the latter was to deny all the
ordinances of the Church ; it meant schism, and
the idea of separating from the Church of England
was one which Wesley would not harbour for a
moment. The meetings were ominous ; there
were none of those glorious gatherings which
went on with prayer and singing till one, till two,
till three o'clock in the morning. Either the
brethren sat grimly silent over their tea and bread,
or there were acrid disputes. It became clear
that the true believers would have to separate
from the Moravians, with whom, except for a
trifling variance over the question of episcopal
succession, they had been almost identified. The
issue swayed in the balance for weeks ; it was
with dismay that Wesley saw most of the society
becoming engulfed in this dark mysticism, far
above him, he declared, and hankering after
French prophets. If there was to be a prophet,
ke would not be a Camisard ! At last, on Sunday,
July soth, 1740, he decided to act. He went to
a meeting in Fetter Lane, at the end of which,
having been silent till then, he read a paper